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LEARN ABOUT ARTIFACTS SURROUNDING THE SUNKEN SHIP LA BELLE
at NOVEMBER fort bend archeological society meeting

Richmond – Join the Fort Bend Archeological Society on Tuesday, Nov. 17 to hear Bradford M. Jones talk about the artifacts found during the excavation of the ill-fated ship La Belle, which sank in Matagorda Bay in 1686. 
“The Texas Historical Commission recovered an array of artifacts that relate to cooking and eating practices among the colonists of Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle’s ill-fated expedition,” said Jay Roussel, president of the Fort Bend Archeological Society. “Though many reflect traditional French preferences for foods, dinnerware and cooking equipment, the excavations and the historical accounts underscore the material and cultural differences of shipboard and terrestrial life—as well as adaptability of those preferences in the face of unfamiliar flora and fauna with no hope of re-supply. This talk will explore these artifacts and the ways they provide a unique perspective on this tragic story.”
Jones has been an archeologist for six years with the Texas Historical Commission’s Archeology Division. Currently the Curatorial Facility Certification Program Manager and AD’s Collection Manager, Jones has nearly 20 years of experience in the archaeology and history of Texas, Ecuador and Peru. In addition to serving as the La Belle Collection Manager, Jones is an editor and author of the La Belle technical volume and is currently working on the analysis and publication of the THC’s excavation of the site of La Salle’s Fort St. Louis and the 1720s location of the Spanish Presidio La Bahia. 

For more information, please contact Jay Roussel at jay.roussel@1791.com. The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at the Gus George Law Enforcement Academy, located at 1521 Eugene Heimann Circle in Richmond.
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