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‘the colorful history of textiles’ exhibit opens

july 13 at the fort bend museum
Richmond – Did you know that in 14th-century Europe, an idea was circulated that tiny sheep grew on trees? Do you know why most pin cushions are in the shape of tomatoes?
Explore the colorful history of textiles in Fort Bend County and around the world at the Fort Bend Museum’s newest exhibit! The official exhibit opening will take place on Friday, July 13 from 6-8 p.m. at the Fort Bend Museum. The event is free and open to the public; light refreshments will be served.

Texian Time Machine and Outreach Coordinator Allison Harrell said the exhibit is the culmination of more than a year of heavy research – and nearly a lifetime of crafting experience. 

“This exhibit is a perspective we haven’t taken before here at the Museum,” she said. “We often touch on the origins of clothes and various fabrics in our school programs for kids, but we usually don’t talk about it from an adult perspective. There’s so much fascinating history tied up in the process of making textiles!”
By definition, a textile is any piece of fabric or woven cloth. The exhibit follows the entire textile process from beginning to end, taking a look everything from plant and animal fiber to spinning and weaving, needle arts, yarn arts and more.
“I learned so many things while preparing for this exhibit,” Harrell said, “but the coolest thing by far is that you can actually spin asbestos into fabric – and it is completely fire-resistant! In fact, Charlemagne, the first Holy Roman Emperor, had an asbestos tablecloth. At the end of meals, he would throw the whole tablecloth into the fire and then withdraw it after all the stains had been burned off.”
Though textiles and the process of making is an age-old process, it is still completely relevant to modern-day life, Harrell said.
“Learning about the textiles process from start to finish makes us conscious of issues like environmental sustainability,” she said. “It’s amazing to discover how people, plants and animals come together to literally make up the fabric of life.”
For more information about the exhibit, visit fortbendmuseum.org/on-exhibit or call 281-342-6478.

​
ABOUT THE FORT BEND MUSEUM

For 46 years, the Fort Bend Museum has worked to share and preserve Fort Bend County history. Start your visit with a tour of the Museum’s gallery for an overview of life along the bend in the Brazos River, then tour the 1883 John and Lottie Moore Home and 1850s Long-Smith Cottage at 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. to get an in-depth look at family life along the Brazos. The Fort Bend Museum is located at 500 Houston Street in Richmond. Hours of operation are Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Historic house tours take place at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $5 for children ages four through twelve. For more information, visit fortbendmuseum.org or call 281-342-6478. The Fort Bend Museum is an affiliate of the Fort Bend History Association.
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The Fort Bend History Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization chartered in 1967 with the mission of preserving, interpreting and sharing Fort Bend County’s rich history. The Association owns and operates the Fort Bend Museum and Decker Heritage Park in historic downtown Richmond; it also manages the programs at the George Ranch Historical Park and DeWalt Heritage Center. Affiliate organizations include the Fort Bend Museum Docents, Fort Bend Archeological Society and the Texian Time Machine. For more information about the Association, please call 281-342-1256 or visit fbhistory.org. 
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