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Southern garden party to honor 
virginia scarborough and jess stuart
event raises funds to restore moore home to edwardian-era appearance
Richmond – Get out your big, floppy hats and get ready for the Fort Bend Museum’s second annual Southern Garden Party! The event will be held on Saturday, May 13 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the historic John and Lottie Moore Home and will feature delicious food, signature cocktails, live music and other outdoor festivities. Honorees this year are Virginia Scarborough and Jess Stuart.

“Both Scarborough and Stuart have familial ties to the first settlers in Fort Bend County, and both are passionate about the history of the area and have spent years keeping history alive through their research and advocacy,” said Shereen Sampson, site director for the Fort Bend Museum. “We are very excited to be honoring two people this year who are so respected and loved in the community.”
Funds raised at the Southern Garden Party go toward the restoration of the 1883 Moore Home. The Museum is currently restoring the home room-by-room to its Edwardian-era appearance; last year, the Museum refurbished the informal parlor to reflect how it would have appeared in 1905. 

“Our goal is to bring to life what the interior would have truly looked like during the Edwardian period in the Moore Home, at the time when John Moore was elected to Congress and the house was re-designed in its current Classical Revival style,” Sampson said. “The next anticipated restoration work will focus on the kitchen, which was remodeled sometime during the 1940s. The Museum intends to restore it back to an original 1905 appearance, adding unique items that would have been found in a kitchen run by domestic help catering to a very large household.”

Tickets are on sale now and cost $45 (general admission), $40 (members), $30 (Fort Bend Museum Docents) and $15 (children ages five to 15). Tickets can be purchased online at fortbendmuseum.org, by calling 281-342-6478 or by visiting the Museum at 500 Houston Street in Richmond. 

​
ABOUT THE HONOREES
Virginia Scarborough is a sixth-generation Richmond resident and a descendent of the original “Old 300” settlers. Her ancestor, William Little, was the skipper of the Lively, the boat that brought the first settlers to Richmond in the early 1820s. Scarborough grew up on a dairy called River Crest Farm outside of town, but would often visit her grandparents’ house, an elaborate Queen Anne home on Jackson Street. In 1942 she married Alfred Young “Sonny” Scarborough, who was a Navy pilot during World War II. Together they had five children.

After retiring from a career in teaching that spanned nearly a quarter of a century, Scarborough became very interested in local genealogy, and single-handedly began to record the gravestones in Morton Cemetery, which was later to become very important in local research. She then worked with the Fort Bend County Historical Commission scrutinizing old deed records in the effort to locate forgotten cemeteries. “Her dedicated work in recording the history of Fort Bend County has earned her many accolades in the community,” Sampson said.
Jess Stuart is an eighth-generation Texan and was born and raised in Fort Bend County. The history of the Stuart Ranch began in 1824 when John Foster, Jess’ great-great-great-great grandfather, arrived in Texas with Stephen F. Austin and the “Old 300” settlers. Due to his large family, Foster was granted two-and-a-half leagues and three labors of land; at approximately 12,000 acres, this was the largest original land grant in present Fort Bend County. Prior to the Civil War, the Foster plantation produced rice and sugar cane. Today, cattle are raised on the Stuart Ranch. “We are proud of our family’s history on the land and being able to help start a great foundation to build the Lone Star State of Texas,” Stuart said.
Stuart has been executive director of the T.W. Davis YMCA in Richmond since 2008. He and his wife Terri have two children, Grace and Foster. He serves on the board of directors for the Foster Museum and is a member of the Rotary Club of Richmond. He also is a member of the Fort Bend County Historical Commission.
ABOUT THE FORT BEND MUSEUM

For 45 years, the Fort Bend Museum has worked to share and preserve Fort Bend County history. Start your visit with a tour of the Museum’s gallery for an overview of life along the bend in the Brazos River, then tour the 1883 John and Lottie Moore Home and 1850s Long-Smith Cottage at 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. to get an in-depth look at family life along the Brazos. The Fort Bend Museum is located at 500 Houston Street in Richmond. Hours of operation are Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Historic house tours take place at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children ages five to 15. For more information, visit fortbendmuseum.org or call 281-342-6478. The Fort Bend Museum is an affiliate of the Fort Bend County Museum Association.

ABOUT THE FORT BEND COUNTY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

The Fort Bend County Museum Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that was chartered in 1967 with the mission of preserving, interpreting and sharing Fort Bend County’s rich history. The Association also manages the programs at the George Ranch Historical Park and DeWalt Heritage Center. For more information about the Association, please call 281-342-1256.
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